TRONDHEIM SOLOISTS
The Trondheim Soloists (Trondheimsolistene) from Norway is one of the most exciting young ensembles performing on the international stage.  Through the orchestra’s dedication, commitment and enthusiasm it has quickly established itself as the most innovative chamber ensemble in Norway with invitations to collaborate with artists of the highest calibre across a broad range of genres.  With the appointment of the cellist Øyvind Gimse as Artistic Director in 2002, the orchestra is now firmly recognised as being at the forefront of defining artistic quality in Norway.

Formed in 1988, the Trondheim Soloists was for many years the main forum for professional concert training in Trondheim.  This youthfulness and dynamism is a feature of the orchestra that continues through to today with the average age of the musicians being under 30.  The orchestra announced its arrival on the international stage in 1990 with a rapturously received debut in London and further international concerts followed confirming the orchestra’s reputation. In 1999 the orchestra was invited to accompany the violinist Anne-Sophie Mutter on her new recording of Vivaldi’s Four Season for Deutsche Grammophon, and thus began an important artistic partnership that continues today. The Vivaldi recording is now recognised as a benchmark of excellence and is still a best seller in the classical charts.  In 2001 the orchestra made its Carnegie Hall debut with Ms Mutter followed by concerts in Washington, Boston, Chicago and Ann Arbor with the violinist Joshua Bell.  The Trondheim Soloists toured Germany, Spain and Ireland with Ms Mutter in February 2007 and in May 2008 the orchestra accompanied her on an extensive 13 date tour of the Far East with concerts in China, South Korea, Taiwan and Japan.  Their future touring calendar includes dates in the UK, Switzerland, Spain, Greece, Germany and the Far East. 

The orchestra regularly performs with many of Scandinavia’s leading artists, and recent collaborations have included concerts with Leif Ove Andsnes, Truls Mørk, Lars Anders Tomter, Håvard Gimse, Tine Thing Helseth, Arve Tellefsen, Solveig Kringelbotn and Ole Edvard Antonsen. The orchestra is a leading advocate of Scandinavian music, and regularly includes Scandinavian repertoire in its programming, recordings and commissions.  
As recording artists the Trondheim Soloists can boast a catalogue of over 25 recordings covering a vast range of repertoire. Their solo disc ‘Divertimenti’ includes repertoire by Bartok, Britten and Bacewicz for Norwegian label 2L and also illustrates the orchestra’s passion for pushing the boundaries of recording excellence, as it is the first music only Blu-ray disc. Divertimenti is nominated for three GRAMMY awards. Their earlier recording project of Mozart’s Violin Concerti with Marianne Thorsen as soloist, was a SACD recording and won the Norwegian Recording Industry Prize of Spellemanpris for Best Classical Recording in 2006.  In 2007 they were reunited in the recording studio with Ms Mutter to record Bach Concerti for her new Deutsche Grammophon CD.  The European release coincide with a concert at the Lucerne Festival in September 2008. The Trondheim Soloists most recent recording, “In Folk Style”, is nominated for two GRAMMY awards and won the Spellemannpris for Best Classical recording in 2010.
The Orchestra’s remarkable versatility enables them to perform a broad range of musical genres and styles from baroque to tango, jazz, pop and rock.  The Trondheim Soloists regularly collaborates with Norway’s most important artists in these genres such as the singers Morton Harket (from the pop group AHA), Sissel Kyrkjebø and Herborg Kråkevik, as well as musicians Stian Cartensen and Odd Nordstoga with whom they have collaborated on recordings as well as accompanied them on tour. 

In 2007 the Trondheim Soloists was presented with the Anders Jahres Kulturpris, Norway’s most significant award for culture, acknowledging its success in the international arena.  2008 is proving to be another important year for the group as it marks its 20th Anniversary with a series of high profile international tours and concerts as well as the release of two important recordings (‘Divertimenti’ as well as their new DG recording with Ms Mutter).  At home in Norway they will perform a series of adventurous outdoor concerts, including a concert at a waterfall and at the world famous mountain top venue of ‘Keiservarden’ near Bodø with the young Norwegian trumpeter Tine Thing Halseth.  

Since his appointment as Artistic Director, Øyvind Gimse has continued to build on the orchestra’s broad programming profile and versatility.  Following studies in Oslo, Munich, Salzburg and Vienna with teachers such as Walter Nothas, Frans Helmersen and William Pleeth, Mr Gimse became the Principal Cellist of the Trondheim Symphony Orchestra, a position he held from 1991-97.  Away from the Trondheim Soloists Mr Gimse is an active soloist and chamber musician with regular appearances at all of the main Festivals and concert halls across Norway, collaborating with many of Norway’s best known artists. Until 2008 he held the position of Professor of Strings at the Department of Music in Trondheim.
The Trondheim Soloists enjoys partnership with Statoil, the Norwegian University of Science and Technology, NTNU, which graciously co-provides the orchestra’s concert venue, Dokkhuset and Storebrand Insurance Services
